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Dear Eric,

It is with sincere gratitude that I write 

to formally accept your resignation as inaugural Chair of Redfern 

Jarjum College, some 5 years, but also take the

opportunity to thank you. You have offered much time, leadership, 

support and wisdom to the Principals, staff, students and Council 

members.

The initiative by Saint Aloysius’ College, under your leadership 

as the inaugural Chair of Council, contributes significantly to our 

mission in the Province of the Society of Jesus in Australia.

The task to accompany and assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander primary school children to transition into further education 

is certainly an enormous but important task.

The College has not been without its struggles and will undoubtedly 

continue to face further challenges.

May I express to you the deep appreciation of the Australian Jesuit 

Province for the role you have played throughout your tenure as 

Chair.

Thank you for the time, wisdom and direction you have so 

generously given. Coupled with your leadership of the Council, 

and ability to negotiate the complexity of relationships that 

comprises the College, Redfern Jarjum has been able to evolve 

and will continue to wrestle with future intricacies that the College

will inevitably face.

I would like to also 

acknowledge the time you 

have previously given as 

Chair of the Saint Aloysius’ 

College board since 2005. The 

Province is indebted to its lay 

companions, and people like 

yourself, who accompany and 

support us in our mission.

With every blessing and my 

best wishes,.

Brian F McCoy SJ 

Provincial

ELECTION OF SUPERIOR GENERAL OF 

THE SOCIETY OF JESUS (THE JESUITS)

The 36th General 

Congregation of the 

Society of Jesus (the 

Jesuits) has elected 

Father Arturo Sosa 

Abascal SJ, of 

the Venezuelan 

Province, Superior 

General. 

Born in Caracas, 

Venezuela, on November 12, 1948. He is the 

Delegate of the General for the International 

houses and Works of the Society of Jesus in 

Rome. He is a Doctor in Political Sciences from 

the Universidad Central de Venezuela.

Father Arturo Sosa peaks Spanish, Italian, English 

and understands French.

Let us pray for Fr Sosa and for the Society in this 

new beginning, and give thanks for all the work 

and discernment of the electors.

FATHER GENERAL ARTURO 
SOSA ABASCAL SJ

Eric Goodwin AM



WELCOME TO JOHN ALLEN, 
THE NEW CHAIR OF RJC COUNCIL

Fr Brian McCoy SJ, Jesuit 
Provincial of the Australian 
Province, has written of the 
generosity and willingness with 
which John has undertaken 
the position of Chair of the 
College Council, saying he is 
very conscious and grateful 
of all that John has given to 
the Indigenous Program at St 
Ignatius’ College Riverview over past decades.  He 
went on to say that John’s leadership and experience 
will ensure that Redfern Jarjum College can further 
develop and provide a safe and culturally supporting 
transition for Aboriginal and Torres Islander primary 
children into further education.

FROM THE NEW CHAIR OF JARJUM COUNCIL

It is with great honour that I take on the role as Chair 
of Jarjum College Council. Before I introduce myself, 
however, I wish to acknowledge that I walk in the 
footsteps of the great man who preceded me, Eric 
Goodwin. Eric was the inaugural Chair, as well as 
serving for many years prior as the Chair of St Aloysius’ 
Council.  His contribution to the Redfern Indigenous 
community, the Aloys community and the work of the 
Jesuits is immense and we  thank him and his family for 
the commitment, spirituality and humility shown in all 
his decisions and actions.

I guess many people are wondering who I am. Well, I 
was educated at both Aloys, in primary school, and 
Riverview in Senior school. I continued my association 
with the Jesuits in my young adult years and became 
more directly involved throughout the years of 
education of our 3 sons whilst they attended Riverview 
over the past 20 years. During that time I began in 
2006, and still run, the Indigenous mentor program at 
Riverview. This has trained well over 150 mentors for 

Indigenous children principally attending Riverview but 
also for children at other schools around Sydney. This 
year, Riverview had its largest ever cohort of Indigenous 
students – 37 in total – 8 of whom graduated from 
Year 12. A wonderful achievement for the boys, their 
families and mentors, the school community, but most 
importantly, the First Peoples of this land we occupy. 

I firmly believe that the Ignatian spirit, personified as 
‘Service for Others’ and ‘finding God in in All Things’, 
mandates that our community is obligated to assist to 
the greatest extent we can, our First Peoples to improve 
the education of their children. 

My initial impression of Jarjum is that it is a thriving 
community with dedicated staff and involved parents. 
There is no doubt, however, that after the struggles of 
the initial years, it is time for reflection and re-assessment. 
This is required to ensure we grow and improve our 
goals of education outcomes for our students, the 
support of their families and the spiritual development 
of the students and teachers in the Ignatian tradition 
mentioned previously.

With the assistance of my colleagues on the College 
Council, in addition to the active involvement of Fran 
McCarthy – our committed and resourceful College 
Principal, we are currently undertaking to draft and 
enact a 5 year Strategic Plan for the College. This 
should be complete and available for the whole 
College Community to review by the start of the 2017 
academic year.

I hope to meet as many members of the College 
community as I can over the coming months. Please 
feel free to contact me at any time to talk through 
any issues you may have with the education of your 
children or any ideas for improvement in the school.

John Allen 
Chair of Council 
John@jenjo.com.au

John Allen
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Welcome to Redfern Jarjum College – a Jesuit 
Primary School for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children.  The motto of the College is 
‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.
We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the 
Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land 
on which our school stands.

VOLUNTEERS
We welcome volunteers to help with the Jarjum students’ 
activities – assisting teachers with one-to-one reading, meal 
preparation, afternoon sport and activities with young adults.
For more information, please ‘phone Jarjum on  02 9936 5450. 



Fran McCarthy  
Principal Jarjum College

MORNING GATHERING...

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES...

ARTWORKS...

PRINCIPALS  
REPORT

We are nearly at the end of our 
fourth year of operation and what 
a journey it has been.

We arrive at this time still running and 
thriving is due to the commitment 
and dedication of some many 
people.

I want to thank our incredibly 
dedicated staff who are endlessly 
patient, forgiving and determined. 
Each child here is valued, nurtured 
and respected in every way. Each 
child has an individualised program which covers every detail of 
their educational needs and beyond.

We have a wonderful group of volunteers who turn up every week 
to donate their time which enriches and supports our program. 
Everyday delicious nutritious meals come out of the kitchen. It is 
lovely walking around the school during the day watching these 
committed adults working patiently and respectfully with a child. 

We are all here every day and witness the progress of each child and 
we reap the rewards which come from watching a child improve in 
their reading or solve a maths problem without help. We have the 
privilege of getting to know each child and to see them grow and 
thrive in this environment.

All of this is only possible because of another group of committed 
people working silently in the back ground. These people do not get 
to experience the day to day rewards, but they work consistently for 
us anyway.

Over at St Aloysius’ there is a committed team of people who 
support Anne and I with the fundamentals in keeping the school 
running. They provide IT support, do all the maintenance, assist with 
employing staff and manage the finance.

We have our School Council and our Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Advisory Group who donate their time and take on the arduous 
responsibility of managing the school, being constantly vigilant in the 
Governance of the school as we move forward and grow. 

Special thanks to Eric Goodwin who has, after many years of 
dedication to the school on Council, retired this year.  We wish him 
much success and thank him for his support during these important 
first years of our school.  Also to Ailsa Gillett who continues to support 
the Schools’ initiative that she herself inspired, through her work with 
Council and continued dedication to helping  bring to fruition the 
school we have today. 

We welcome John Allen as our newest Council member who has 
lost no time in taking up his new role as Chair of Council and brings 
with him a wealth of experience and enthusiasm.  We look forward 
to forging a strong and productive relationship with John as we build 
and grow the school into the future.

We would like to acknowledge the generous donations of the 
broader Jesuit Community who continue to contribute via regular 
financial donations a significant amount of money to the general 
running costs of the school. We thank you all and hope you will 
continue to give generously to our school. 

We have a committed group of families who come in regularly to 
support our cultural program and offer ideas and their opinions on 
the important issues of the day.

Lastly our children who race in each day ready to take on what we 
have planned. They inspire us with their courage and strength. 

Fran McCarthy



Name: …………………………………..…….............................................................................................................................

Address…………………...................................................................................…........................................……………..…….

Telephone: ………………………………..........…............……. E-mail: ………………….……………....................….…………

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

o $2,000 o $1,000 o $5,000 o $10,000 o  $7,500 o $500

o $250 o $50  o $750 o $100 o $……………… 

To support the establishment of Redfern Jarjum College.

o  Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College

o Please charge my credit card: o MasterCard o Visa 

Name on Card: ………………………………...……………...............…... CVN Number: .............. Expiry Date: …..………

Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt: …………....…………………………………………..………...

o I wish for my gift to remain anonymous when the list of donors is published in the Redfern Jarjum College Newsletter

Please return your donation via the following: 
Mail it to RJC  PO Box 3177  Redfern  NSW  2016 • Via fax 02 9936 5691 • E-mail to fmccarthy@rjc.nsw.edu.au

Graphic Banner designed by Cecile Jestin
Editor Ailsa Gillett OAM

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine
Donations can now be made online – www.rjc.nsw.edu.au

For further details, please contact:
Fran McCarthy 

Principal Redfern Jarjum College
PO Box 3177 REDFERN  NSW  2016

Tel: 02 9936 5450
E-mail: fmccarthy@rjc.nsw.edu.au

JARJUM ACTIVITIES

BEQUESTS 
So that our young  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through 
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will.Further information may be obtained from 
Eric Goodwin AM, Chair of Redfern Jarjum College Council – goodwins1@ozemail.com.au. 
All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please ‘phone Jarjum on  02 9936 5450. 


