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Redfern Jarjum
College Newsletter
Message from
Fr Brian McCoy SJ,
In the last week of May an
historic
convention
was
held at Uluru to discuss and
recommend
changes
to
constitutional recognition of our
First Australians. This gathering of
Indigenous people was intended
to offer recommendations not to
politicians but to us, the people
of Australia. At some stage, and
soon, we will have to carefully
think about and vote on those
recommendations.

A Week at Jarjum
Everyday is busy at Jarjum.
There’s learning to do in and out of the classroom. Then
there is learning about life - what it means to be a friend,
how it feels to be listened to, how good it feels to have
a go, how to trust, how to manage when your angry or
sad or both. So much to do.

Fr Brian F McCoy SJ
Provincial

As I was thinking of this gathering of Indigenous people in Central
Australia I was also thinking of another Indigenous gathering, those
children who daily attend Redfern Jarjum College. A long way from
Uluru. What does constitutional recognition mean to them and what
effect might any change have on them now and into the future?
An important key, I believe, in this process is the gift and importance
of recognition. Those whose ancestry can be traced back
thousands of years can now be recognised in our constitution for
their ongoing history, culture and presence on this land. And we,
relative newcomers or descendants of them, will find in such a
recognition a new gift, a deeper awareness of who we are and
of the painful disruption that European settlement has brought to
Indigenous lives and culture. Recognising the First Australians offers
us an invitation to deepen ancient connections to the land and in
forming relationships with them. It provides us with a new opportunity
of belonging, together.
Each day at Redfern Jarjum College children gather. Each child is
welcomed and recognised for whom they are. They, along with their
families and relations, are valued and encouraged to be the best
they can become. Hopefully, they will find in this school a deepening
of recognition of who they are, promising and becoming a gift and
blessing, not just for themselves and their families, but for our wider
Province, our nation and our land.

This week (and weeks before) the children raised
money by holding a cake stall outside the school gate.
They used their reading skills to read a recipe, maths to
measure ingredients and temperature, time while the
cakes and cookies cooked, their writing skills to create
posters and maths to add totals and give change.
Exciting maths to count the profits of their labour!
On that same stall the children performed their life skills.
Being part of a team, how to present to the public, turn
taking, being persuasive, using manners and charm,
interacting with strangers in a supportive and safe
environment, having a go and realising a goal.
So much to do and they do it every day!
Classroom Learning
In Middle Primary we have been using Wombat Stew to
write our own stories. Here is the introduction of Quincy’s
writing.
One Day in the desert, a very clever and confident snake
caught a kangaroo and decided to make a kangaroo
stew. Kangaroo Stew, Kangaroo Stew, gooey, brewy,
stretchy, yummy, chunky, kangaroo stew!
Goanna came out of the bushes and he said to the
snake, “Good day!” poking out his tongue. “What is
all the kangaroo
and water for?”

Class Room
Learning

Life Skills

Class Room
Learning

Joyous at learning
5 words in a day

“I’m making a
gooey,
brewy,
stretchy, yummy,
chunky, stew with
a fat kangaroo,”
replied the snake.

Let us be aware of the importance of constitutional recognition for
our First Peoples and may the daily work at Redfern Jarjum College
encourage us to offer and receive the gift of that recognition.
Brian F McCoy SJ
Provincial

Life Skills

FROM JOHN ALLEN,
CHAIR OF RJC COUNCIL
Ailsa Gillett
So many families in the Jarjum
community have either witnessed, or been the recipient of,
the wonderful generous soul of
Ailsa Gillett AM. Unfortunately,
due to a recent family bereaveJohn Allen
ment, Ailsa has decided to limit
some of her many contributions and tasks in her busy
life. As such, she has resigned from her many roles at
RJC as Secretary, Council Member, Newsletter Editor
and Chief Fundraiser. Hopefully she will continue to
bless us with her presence in the future. She was the
the principal driver in our establishment and has shown
a loving and courageous devotion to Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander education and notions of Jesuit faith
and justice for most of her life.
On a personal level, I am incredibly grateful to Ailsa for
her help and support for my leadership of Jarjum since
I commenced as Chair last August.
Fortunately, we have convinced Gayl Hardaker, known
to all at Jarjum as our cook extraordinaire(!), to take on
the dual roles of Council Secretary and Newsletter Editor. I am sure you all agree she has done a sterling job
in this, her first effort!”
The Inaugural RJC Celebrity Cricket Match
On Monday 13th March we held our first major Fundraiser for 2017 - a Celebrity Cricket Match at our brother Jesuit School, St Ignatius’ College, Riverview. What
a raging success! Fran and her fellow staff brought all
of the Jarjum students and some families over to Riverview by bus at lunchtime. Riverview supplied a wonderful lunch for all and then Kaleb Taylor, proud Aboriginal man and First Nations Tutor to the 35 Indigenous
students at View, spent the afternoon with our kids and
the View Year 8 and 9 Indigenous students, teaching
them a few Koori dances to be performed later in the
day at the match.
The format for the event was a 20/20 match between
an Invitational XI and Riverview’s 1st XI. Some notable
celebrities included Adam Goodes (legend!), Simon
Katich (former Aussie Test cricketer) and Monty Panesar (former English Test cricketer). The Event went off
wonderfully. The threatening storms held off and we
had approximately 1,000 spectators attend. The event
raised approximately $30,000 from donations and the
raffle!
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Welcome to Redfern Jarjum College – a Jesuit
Primary School for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children. The motto of the College is
‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.
We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the
Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land
on which our school stands.
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Much thanks must go to James Rogers, Riverview 1st
XI coach and teacher, for his organisation of the day.
Without him, the day wouldn’t have been conceived
nor realised. Also, thanks to Peter McLean, from Riverview’s Development Office, and Murray Happ, from St
Aloysius’ College’s Development Office, for their efforts
in organising the raffle prizes and promotion of the day.
New RJC Council Members
Finally, I want to offer a warm welcome to two new
Council Members - Jayde Mills and Elizabeth Burke.
Both are proud Aboriginal women and both are involved as professionals in Catholic Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander education. They will bring a wealth
of professional and cultural experience to our school.
I am thrilled that they have enthusiastically agreed to
join us! Please look out for them when they periodically
attend our Thursday community BBQs.
Regards,
John Allen
Chair of Council
John@jenjo.com.au

VOLUNTEER SNAPSHOT
Ann Monday
I have been a volunteer at
Jarjum for about 3 years now.
I mainly work in the kitchen
because I love cooking.
I have also been on camp with
the Jarjum group which was
great fun cooking on an open
fire and camp oven.

Ann

The children at Jarjum are usually
Volunteer Jarjum College
so pleased to see the volunteers
and generally very polite because they love the fresh,
healthy, tasty food we cook for them. They keep us
on our toes with our job making sure we don’t sneak
anything into our cooking that they don’t like.
The children, teachers and volunteers are a great
bunch to be around and I find my job as a volunteer
very satisfying.
Rhonda Tuesday
“I’ve been volunteering at
Jarjum School for a couple of
years. It is a busy few hours and
the time just flies because there
is a lot happening.
The children often call into the
kitchen to say hello or check up
on what’s offering for lunch so
I get to know them well. I look
forward to my days at Jarjum
and never doubt the need for
help,both in the kitchen and the
classroom.”

Rhonda

Volunteer Jarjum College

PRINCIPALS REPORT

A Visitor to Jarjum

Celebrating us

Boori (Monty) Pryor is
a storyteller, writer and
performer. He was born
in
Townsville,
North
Queensland in 1950. His
father is of the Birri-gubba
people from the Bowen
region and his mother, from
Boori (Monty) Pryor
Yarrabah near Cairns, is
Storyteller
Kunggandji. A multi-talented
performer and an articulate
public speaker on Aboriginal issues, Boori has worked
in numerous industries, including education, film,
television, modeling, sport and music. He has played in
two World Masters Games in basketball competition,
winning a Silver Medal for Australia in 1994.

“It takes a village to raise a
child”
(African Proverb)
If all of us looked into ourselves
and considered the ultimate goal
for our children, it would include
being a contributing member
of a community, a village. To
be a contributing member of a
Fran McCarthy
village these children need to
Principal Jarjum College
have a community and here at
Redfern Jarjum College we are an
important part of this village of Redfern. We are all raising these
children.

“We come to school to learn because learning is important, we
don’t come to get stickers or prizes”

An accomplished didgeridoo player, Boori has
played with the Brisbane Symphony Orchestra at the
Melbourne Wurundjeri Welcome to Michael Jackson
and has conducted a didgeridoo workshop which
was broadcast nationally on ABC Radio. He also
performed in Sydney for the Pope and 300,000 people
at the Beautification of Mary McKillop.

If learning is intrinsic then learning happens in and out of school,
it is self-directed and self determined. But the question remained
how do we acknowledge everyone and the hard work that
happens every day.

Boori received an award for the Promotion of
Indigenous Culture from the National Aboriginal and
Islander Observance Committee for the “outstanding
contribution to the promotion of indigenous culture”.

So we decided to “Celebrate us”

His first book, Maybe Tomorrow, was written in
collaboration with writer and photographer
Meme McDonald and has been followed by the
award-winning books My Girragundji, The Binna Binna
Man, Njunjul the Sun, and Flytrap. His stories are about
finding strength within to deal with the challenges
without, and his skill is to create positive visions of
the future for both indigenous and non-indigenous
Australians.

Everyone needs acknowledgement and acceptance, support
and understanding. So after a lot of discussions and research
around motivation we decided to do things differently as was
explained beautifully by T’Shinta in Gathering,

Every success can be contributed to everyone within this school.
As everyone is a contributing member. When Gloria learnt five
words in one day we all celebrate as we all contributed to this
success. When Leaum shared his story about walking away from
someone who was teasing him, we all cheered and clapped
because we had all supported Leaum to manage his behaviour.
I was celebrated for sewing up a pair of shorts and Gayl was
celebrated for taking on the producing of this newsletter. We
celebrated when a stranger approached a teacher asking what
school we were because the children were so amazing.
Each celebration is paving the path towards our children being
contributing members of their village.
Fran McCarthy

VOLUNTEERS
We welcome volunteers to help with the Jarjum students’ activities
– assisting teachers with one-to-one reading, meal preparation,
afternoon sport and activities with young adults.
For more information, please ‘phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.

MUSIC
PROGRAMME
This term the children
are learning music on a
Wednesday afternoon.

Boori’s picture book Shake A Leg, illustrated by Jan
Ormerod, has won multiple awards including the
2011 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Children’s
Fiction. Shake a Leg evolved from pictures of his
family dancing, which Boori showed Jan, sparking a
long and rewarding collaboration between the two.
(source: http://www.thelitcentre.org.au) He has been
a friend of Fran McCarthy for many years.
Boori visited the school this term and captivated the
children of Jarjum for an hour with his stories and
presence. The gathering room was quiet, bathed in
sunlight, as Boori told his stories and wove his magic.
Every child was engaged. He has invited the children
and staff to meet him and his family when the whole
school travels to the Laura Dance Festival in late June.
We are very lucky!

Ailsa Gillett
Redfern Jarjum College began as the dream of one woman, Ailsa Gillett, OAM, long time
Jesuit justice advocate and a tireless volunteer for 35 years in the Redfern community, working
with the homeless for 12 years and refugees for 6. She founded Life for Koori Kids 16 years ago
after seeing the need in the area for weekend activities and support for Aboriginal children
and their families through creating community and opportunities with a number of programs.
Ailsa started her journey for the College in 2004.
”I had an opportunity to converse with Father Mark Raper SJ AM in 2004, who was then
the Provincial of the Australian Jesuits, mentioning the great need for a primary school for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in Redfern for various reasons. Fr Raper asked me
write a proposal which was taken to an Education Conference for all Jesuit Schools in Australia
in 2004, then to the Province Consult. In 2005 St Aloysius’ College Council agreed to sponsor
the project. A number of other Jesuit schools also sought to support socio-economically
disadvantaged children”. After 9 years the school was officially opened in 2013.

Ailsa Gillett OAM

Ailsa will retire from the Redfern Jarjum College Council and Editor of this newsletter at the end of June but she
will continue to be involved with the school, popping in to visit the children and staff and maybe sharing lunch on
Culture Thursday.
As Ailsa said just before the school was open. “My heart and soul is with Jarjum knowing our Aboriginal children will
be educated in their heartland,” and we at Jarjum are honoured to have Ailsa in our lives.
The families, children, principal and staff of Redfern Jarjum College say thank you, Ailsa

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine
Donations can now be made online – www.rjc.nsw.edu.au
Name: …………………………………..…….............................................................................................................................
Address…………………...................................................................................…........................................……………..…….
Telephone: ………………………………..........…............……. E-mail: ………………….……………....................….…………
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

o $2,000
o $250

o $1,000
o $50		

o $5,000
o $750

o $10,000
o $100

o $7,500
o $500
o $………………

To support the establishment of Redfern Jarjum College.

o Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College
o Please charge my credit card: o MasterCard
o Visa

Name on Card: ………………………………...……………...............….................…....................... Expiry Date: …..………
Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt: …………....…………………………………………..………...

o

I wish for my gift to remain anonymous when the list of donors is published in the Redfern Jarjum College Newsletter

Please return your donation via the following:
Mail it to RJC PO Box 3177 Redfern NSW 2016 • Via fax 02 9936 5691 • E-mail to fmccarthy@rjc.nsw.edu.au

BEQUESTS
So that our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will.Further information may be obtained
from John Allen John@jenjo.com.au
All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please ‘phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.

Graphic Banner designed by Cecile Jestin
Editor Gayl Hardaker

For further details, please contact:
Fran McCarthy
Principal Redfern Jarjum College
PO Box 3177 REDFERN NSW 2016
Tel: 02 9936 5450
E-mail: fmccarthy@rjc.nsw.edu.au

