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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We are now nearly 50% through our first full
academic year with our new team under
our new Principal, Matt Smith. This year we
welcomed Tom Bourne, as Deputy Principal,
as well as two new teachers – Natasha Evans
and Tina Brayan. Along with our existing
teacher, Sharon Schofield, and with our
Teachers’ Assistants – Cherri Scifleet, Warwick
Yilgari Bell, Michelle McGrath, Raylene
John Allen
Carroll and Sean Maroney, together with
the great (!) Anne McDermott and Gayl Hardaker, our school could not
be better staffed! Matt and his team have implemented a rigorous, yet
flexible, teaching structure to incorporate within the school curriculum
partnerships with many other organisations, including the Botanical
Gardens and the Australian Museum. Student outcomes are responding
to the added stimulation.

The successful education of a child
takes the collective effort of a
community. We are very fortunate
at Jarjum to have an active, vibrant
and engaged community of people
who are committed to supporting
the education of our kids. From the
teachers and staff to the parents,
aunties, uncles and grandparents, to
the local community organisations,
Matt Smith
elders and leaders – we are fortunate
to have many hands pitching in to
enrich the educational experience of all of our students.

We need to especially thank the Riverview community for agreeing
to stage the Celebrity Cricket Match in March this year. Although bad
weather prevented the match to proceed, the fund-raising associated
with the event netted over $20k for us! Many thanks to both those who
bought raffle tickets and bid for the online auction, as well as those
generous donors of the prizes. Riverview has already agreed to hold the
event again next March!
My fellow Board members and I are undertaking a full Strategic Planning
Review in June and July this year. This will review our Mission, Vision for
the next 3 years and the programs and activities required to attain it. We
are involving people from partner organisations and have employed a
professional facilitator to assist us. Key areas such as location, expansion
and Ignatian focus will be covered. Pray for our wisdom and success!
As ever, I welcome all feedback from the school community. Email me
anytime….
Regards,
John Allen
Chair of Board Redfern Jarjum College

As well as our school partnerships, we enjoy a number of
important relationships with the local community. We were
fortunate enough to welcome Lord Mayor Clover Moore to
Jarjum earlier this year at our community barbecue. Aunty Ali
Golding is a regular at Jarjum, sharing dreamtime stories and life
lessons with our boys and girls. We are also generously supported
by the Metropolitan Aboriginal Lands Council. Uncle Jimmy Smith
has worked with both staff and students helping to build cultural
competence in our teaching practice and exploring local cultural
sites with the students. Volunteers from the local universities and a
growing number of volunteers from the Cardoner Project support
our students through their work in the kitchen, playground and
classrooms.
Our list of partners and friends has grown so long that it is
impossible to thank them all in this column. We are grateful to
all those individuals and organisations who have contributed at
Jarjum and who, through their service, have become part of our
community.
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Welcome to Redfern Jarjum College – a Jesuit Primary School for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children. The motto of the College is ‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.
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We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land on
which our school stands.
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Many thanks to all our friends who continue to support our fund-raising
endeavours. In costs over $50k per student per annum at Jarjum. As we
have no fees to students and their families, all of this is borne by the State
and Federal governments in conjunction with support from generous
individuals and organisations.
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Over Easter, Matt Smith and I attended the Jesuit Provincial Gathering
for all individuals and organisations operated within the Australian Jesuit
Province. It was a wonderful event where the Head of the Jesuits in
Australia, Fr Brian McCoy SJ, reiterated the Jesuits’ strategic focus on
the ‘Bookends’ of Australian society: the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander society as the original ‘bookend’ and our Refugees as our
latest ‘bookend’. We at Jarjum are the spearhead of the Jesuits’ work
with Indigenous education. It was reassuring to know we enjoy such
prominence and support.

This year we have worked on building our ‘Young Elders’ program.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students from some local
and some not-so-local high schools have been leading activities
with our students to provide a diverse range of role models with
the purpose of building the students’ circle of influence and
growing their educational aspirations. We have been especially
fortunate to work closely with the young men from Waverley
College and Christian Brothers High School Lewisham, and with
the young women from Presbyterian Ladies College Croydon,
St Scholastica’s College in Glebe and St Catherine’s School in
Waverley. We also greatly value our strong bonds of brotherhood
with Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview and Saint Aloysius College
who regularly host our students at College events. In June, four
of our Senior girls will travel to Stanwell Tops to participate in the
Ignatian Youth Leadership Conference, an annual event through
which students explore both their diversity and their shared
experience.
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INTRODUCING NEW STAFF AT JARJUM AT JARJUM
TOM BOURN
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

TINA BRAYAN
MIDDLE CLASS TEACHER

Hi there, my name is Tom and
I’ve been teaching for the
past 16 years. I have worked
at a number of schools here
in Australia and in the UK. My
earlier work was with middle
school students where I was
able to guide students through
Tom Bourn
their informative transition into
Deputy Principal
high school. I am an advocate
of first nation’s cultures and am passionate about the
role of education in young student’s lives.

Tina joined Jarjum as the Middle
Years teacher in January 2019.
She has extensive experience
as a teacher and has worked
for many years in boys’
education. She is committed
to helping students achieve
their best in all things and
Tina Brayan
hopes to inspire the students
Middle Class Teacher
of Jarjum to reach their full
potential. She has a love of reading and looks forward
to sharing this love with the students and reading
many wonderful books together.

I was born in a small village in Papua New Guinea and
came to Australia with my father when I was 5yrs old. I
spent most of my childhood in the Blue Mountains and
Western Sydney area. I previously taught at St Ignatius
College, Riverview. I have also taught in the UK and
South West Sydney.
I am passionate about the environment and social
justice. I love the outdoors and try to see as much of
the world when on school holidays. My hobbies include
most sports and anything outdoors, particularly hiking
and camping. I am very honoured and proud to be
working at Jarjum College. I look forward to working
closely with my fellow staff, community members, and
most importantly the students.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2019
National Reconciliation Week 2019 has offered
us an opportunity to reflect on the movement
towards reconciliation in Australia. Part of this is the
acknowledgement of the unresolved issues of national
reconciliation, of historical acceptance, of Indigenous
people’s continuing experience of racial prejudice, of
the significant gaps in life outcomes for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. At Jarjum, we took National
Reconciliation Week as an opportunity to look at how we
as individuals and as a community can initiate or support
acts of healing as our contribution to reconciliation. We
talked about healing our relationships with each other
and the students explored the concepts of healing and
kindness through conversations at Gathering and in
class.
Throughout National Reconciliation Week students also

Tina worked for many years at Saint Ignatius’ College,
Riverview, where she was a Homeroom teacher and
taught a variety of subjects in years 5, 6 and 7. As well
as being a Homeroom teacher she has coached
many sport teams over the years including Rugby and
Basketball. She enjoys all sports but has a particular
love for netball.
Tina is looking forward to teaching at Jarjum and
getting to know the students and their families.

had opportunities to participate in activities throughout
our local community. Classes visited the NRW markets
at the University of Sydney, attended a prayer service
and smoking ceremony at Saint Aloysius College and
attended the Indigenous servicemen and women
commemoration service at Hyde Park. Often, primary
school aged students can find it difficult to discern the
meaning of these events. Collectively and cumulatively
however, they tell a story of a national consciousness
searching for healing through acceptance, recognition
and understanding. The children absorb knowledge
through exposure to these experiences, messages that
contribute to the reconciliation story. It is our hope that
as they grow and mature, our students at Jarjum will be
active in working towards reconciliation as advocates
for their community and as confident voices in search for
healing in our country.

JUNIOR CLASS REPORT
FUN AND LEARNING AT THE ROYAL
BOTANICAL GARDENS

Every Wednesday this term Aaliyah, Ahmed, Cash,
Ieuin, Tyzack, Sean and I have spent the day at the Royal
Botanic Gardens. We travel to the gardens by train and
the first thing we do when we get the Redfern station is
decide which train we should catch. The children read
the boards and then lead us to the correct platform for
our journey. Ahmed always makes sure we are safely on
board the train and our adventure begins. We are met
by Uncle Nigel and Uncle Chris with enthusiasm.
The lesson this week focused on healthy eating and bush
tucker food. After a stroll around the garden we returned
to the learning centre to make our own kangaroo meat
pizzas. Uncle Nigel talked us through the procedure of
how to make pizza. The children followed his instructions
step by step and enjoyed choosing their own toppings.
While the pizzas were cooking we sat together and
made music using a variety of traditional instruments.
Each of the children had the opportunity to showcase
their instrument during the session.
After the formal part of the lesson the junior class
always love to explore the gardens. This gives them the
opportunity to read maps and signs, notice interesting
and different plants and look at the wildlife in the gardens.
On our first visit to the gardens we saw a powerful owl
perched up in one of the fig trees. This was definitely a
highlight. The children all love collecting seeds and seed
pods, sticks and leaves that have been found on the
ground while exploring. We always return to school with
many natural treasures and these items are generally
used to complete art and craft projects.

Whilst Marianne was visiting she very kindly helped us
fillet a fish. Mundarrah’s Nan’s friend, had caught some
mullet on the weekend and donated two to the school.
Marianne is a keen fisherwoman and showed us all how
to fillet the fish as well as identifying for us some of the
organs inside the fish. Gayl then cooked the mullet which
we all ate for lunch. It was delicious!

Now to taste the finished product!
Marianne Rogan and the Middle
Class boys filleting fisha

SENIOR CLASS REPORT
In Term 1 the senior class learnt about living things. The
students visited the Garragarrang Sea Country Exhibition
at the Museum of Australia with a guided tour led by
Renee Cawthorne, First Nations Education Project Officer.
The class was then inspired to create their own museum
display that they could use to teach other students about
what they learnt at the museum.
The students selected a variety of artefacts they would
like to make including: a tree bark canoe, sea urchins,
seashell fish, fishing rocks diorama, a fire, message sticks
and animal canvas paintings. They then thought about
the different types of materials they could use to create
the artefacts and went on an excursion to a second hand
store to buy the items. The students then had to think
about the design process before creating the objects.
They then created museum descriptor cards for people
to read when they come to visit the classroom exhibit.
The senior class learnt a lot and had a lot of fun creating
the museum display. This term the students will be creating
a new museum display focusing on significant aboriginal
people and events. Feel free to visit our class whenever
you like.

What a Great Day.. Kangaroo Pizzas!

MIDDLE CLASS REPORT
This term the Middle Class were very lucky to have
a visit from Mrs Marianne Rogan, a Year Three teacher
from St Aloysius College at Milsons Point. We are hoping
to establish relations between the Middle Class students
of Jarjum and the Year Three boys from St Aloysius so that
we are able to join together in the future for lessons and
games.
Girls working happily on their canoe

Aunty Ali Golding
Aunty Ali Golding officially joined the Jarjum community in 2019, visiting every Monday
to share Dreamtime Stories with the boys and girls. While Aunty Ali has only recently
connected with Redfern Jarjum College, she is not new to Redfern. A Biripai woman from
the north coast of New South Wales, Ali Golding grew up on the Taree Mission and moved
to Redfern in the late 70s, lived on the Block for over twenty years and is a respected
community elder. She is a graduate of Nugalinya College in Darwin with a Diploma of
Theology, and in 2010 was awarded the NAIDOC Elder of the Year (Female). Aunty Ali was
also the inaugural Elder in Residence at the UNSW Faculty of Medicine.
Each Monday, Aunty Ali travels in to Jarjum from her home in Little Bay. She joins us at
gathering, often sharing her reflections and wisdom with the community before visiting
each of the classes where she tells stories of the Dreaming. Alongside her stories, told with
great vigour and spirit, Aunty Ali uses pictures that she has painted herself to illustrate the
themes of each story. It is a wonderful opportunity for our students to grow their cultural
knowledge, nurture their curiosity and enrich their understanding of the world around
them.

Aunty Ali Golding

Aunty Ali was also the special guest speaker at the Sorry Day prayer service hosted at Saint Aloysius College. At that
assembly, she provided a wonderful telling of the story of Tiddalick the frog, a fitting message of the importance of
sharing and the danger of greed. Aunty Ali’s humility, wisdom, love, knowledge and spirit are beautiful gifts for the
children at Jarjum and we are all richer in spirit for her contributions to our College.

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine
Donations can now be made online – www.rjc.nsw.edu.au
Name: …………………………………..…….............................................................................................................................
Address…………………...................................................................................…........................................……………..…….
Telephone: ………………………………..........…............……. E-mail: ………………….……………....................….…………
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

o $2,000
o $250

o $1,000
o $50

o $5,000
o $750

o $10,000
o $100

o $7,500
o $500
o $………………

To support the establishment of Redfern Jarjum College.

o Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College
o Please charge my credit card: o MasterCard
o Visa

Name on Card: ………………………………...……………...............….................…....................... Expiry Date: …..………
Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt: …………....…………………………………………..………...

o

I wish for my gift to remain anonymous when the list of donors is published in the Redfern Jarjum College Newsletter

Please return your donation via the following:
Mail it to RJC PO Box 3177 Redfern NSW 2016 • Via fax 02 9936 5691 • E-mail to msmith@rjc.nsw.edu.au

BEQUESTS
So that our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will. Further information may be obtained
from John Allen John@jenjo.com.au
All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.
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For further details, please contact:
Matt Smith
Principal Redfern Jarjum College
PO Box 3177 REDFERN NSW 2016
Tel: 02 9936 5450
E-mail: msmith@rjc.nsw.edu.au

