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FROM THE CHAIR
Hi everyone,

John Allen

And so ends another year – our seventh since
opening in 2013! We are now moving from
our ‘Start Up’ phase into our ‘Consolidation’
phase. Our Board, together with Matt and
Tom (our Principal and Deputy Principal,
respectively), are working on a new exciting
Strategic Plan to aid in this consolidation.
More news on this in the new year!

2019 has been a year of change. We have
completed our first full year under the direction of our new Principal and
Deputy Principal. Matt and Tom have brought a renewed focus on the
academic requirements of our students, with individual learning plans
being developed for each student. As former Riverview teachers, well
versed in Ignatian formation, they have instilled a renewed focus on
‘Cura Personalis’ – the Ignatian philosophy of caring for the whole child
and their family. Our new teaching staff, Tina Brayan and Natasha Evans,
our existing teacher, Sharon Schofield, our wonderful Teachers’ Assistants
– Cherri Scifleet, Warwick Yilgari Bell, Michelle McGrath, Raylene Carroll
and Sean Maroney - have all achieved great improvements in the
academic progression of our students. Many thanks to all of you – you
are amazing!
Many thanks to our many generous donors who continue to support
our community. This year we have needed to raise over $300,000 in
donations to ensure we continue our important work. Fundraising is
a continuing challenge for our Board and we wish to thank two new
corporate donors – ICAP Australia Pty Limited (https://www.icap.com/)

and Formula Interiors (www.formulainteriors.com.au/formula-fg/). ICAP
have supported us financially as beneficiaries of their annual charity
day, where all profit earned for a day is donated to their charities of
choice. Formula Interiors FG are donating services and materials to assist
in renovating our stairwells and some other crucial building works. Many
thanks to both organisations. We really appreciate your support!
A huge thank you to two wonderful staff members whom we simply
could not operate without - Anne McDermott and Gayl Hardaker. Their
love for our students is infectious; Anne as our Administrator and trained
Counsellor and Gayl as our cook, carer and volunteer coordinator. To
all of our volunteers, including my fellow Board members, I thank you so
much!
Unfortunately, a couple of goodbyes. Tom Bourne leaves us to return
to Riverview. Although only a short stay at Jarjum, Tom has been an
incredible asset to our team. He is a man of courage and intellect. I
am sure he will remain close to our community from across the harbour.
Sharon Schofield also leaves us after a couple of years. Sharon has
shown great commitment and passion at Jarjum for which we are truly
thankful. We wish both Tom and Sharon all the best in their futures. Don’t
be strangers – make sure you come back to visit us!
On behalf of the Board, I would like to wish all of our students, parents,
teachers, staff and supporters a Merry Christmas and a safe holiday
period.
As ever, I welcome all feedback from the school community. Please
email me anytime….
Regards,
John Allen
Chair of Board Redfern Jarjum College

SOME SPECIAL VISITORS

The Governor General with
some of the Jarjum Students
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Welcome to Redfern Jarjum College – a Jesuit Primary School for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children. The motto of the College is ‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.
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We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land on
which our school stands.
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In 2019 Jarjum has hosted a number of very special visitors. The
Lord Mayor of the City of Sydney, Clover Moore joined us for
our community lunch in April, sharing a meal with the kids and
chatting with the families. She enjoyed a tour of the school and
took a great interest in the learning program on offer at Jarjum.
In August we welcomed Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret
Beazley, Governor of NSW who accepted our invitation to be
Jarjum’s Patron.
The students were excited for the arrival of the Governor and
performed three Torres Strait Islander dances to welcome her to
our school.
Most recently, Jarjum was visited by The Honourable Ken
Wyatt AM, Federal member for Hasluck, Western Australia and
the country’s first Aboriginal man to serve as the Minister for
Indigenous Australians. The minister spent some time meeting
with the Senior Class speaking with the students about their
life ambitions, before accepting letters from the students and
enjoying a tour of the school.
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STAFF PROFILE

MIDDLE CLASS REPORT

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

ANNE MCDERMOTT
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
AND FAMILY SUPPORT

It has been a
wonderful year in
the Middle Class.
The boys have
worked hard and
learnt many new
things. We were
lucky
enough
to have regular
visits from some
The Boys at Redfern Park
senior
students
from Christian Brothers at Lewisham and Waverley College.
Every Tuesday afternoon Mr Richard Bryant would bring four
Year 9 students over from Waverley College. We spent the
afternoon at Redfern Park playing 44 Homes and Touch
Rugby. Similar activities occurred on Thursday afternoons
when Kaleb Taylor bought some young men from Christian
Brothers, Lewisham. Again, the boys played Touch Rugby
and spent the afternoon running around happily engaging
in many different games. We were also very lucky to have
Kaleb teach the boys of the Middle Class some Indigenous
dancing which they showcased at the Term Three Art Show.
It has been a great year where the boys of the Middle Class
have shown great improvement in all areas of their work and
have really grown into fine young men.

“Let us not tire of preaching
love. It is the force that will
overcome the world.”

Anne has been a long
standing member of Staff
at the school and has a
range of roles that includes
chief door opener and
reception of all who come
Anne McDermott
Admin & Family Support
into the college to learn,
teach, volunteer or visit on
a daily basis. School administrator, first aid go to
person, as well as the chief fire warden, the roles are
comprehensive and varied. Her more recent role has
extended to include Family support person, working
more closely with the students and their families to
achieve better outcomes in a range of areas that
support the child’s learning, health and wellbeing.
Working alongside the families and in conjunction
with services such as paediatricians, councillors,
community service providers and government
agencies. The role also includes supporting families
in navigating their child’s transition to high school
and monitor their progress going forward.
Anne has worked as a teacher in the health sector
for many years and has 2 adult children, she enjoys
yoga, movies and family life and has worked
alongside the indigenous arts and music community,
developing a deep love and respect for the
country’s First Nation People. Working at Jarjum is for
her inspirational as well as profoundly enlightening
to the needs of our society’s most marginalised and
disadvantaged families.

Proud & Dancing at the art show

The Junior class have continued to enjoy a variety of outdoor
experiential learning experiences as part of our weekly program.
These experiences have been integral to the physical, social,
emotional and cognitive development of each of the children. One
of the highlights of the program this Semester was our visit to Taronga
Zoo.

Junior Class at the Zoo

Over the past 12 months,
the Junior class have been focused on increasing their listening and
questioning skills. With their natural curiosity for learning, their questioning skills
have developed quite easily. I am, however, very proud to report that they
have all become competent listeners. This was demonstrated by the insightful
conversations the children were engaged in whilst attending the formal lesson
part of our excursion to Taronga Zoo.
Once the formal part of the day was complete, we enjoyed a delicious lunch,
consulted the zoo map and then set off to see some of our favourite animals.
This required the children using their planning and negotiating skills.
Happy and creative Junior class

Matt Smith

Each day at Jarjum, after breakfast, we all attend
Gathering on the top floor of the old section of the
building. The students take it in turns to chair the
meeting. They begin by acknowledging the Gadigal
people on whose land we gather, they pray the school
prayer, they introduce and welcome any new guests
and then they open the Gathering to messages from
teachers and staff. The final element of the Gathering
routine is known as ‘Celebrating Us’. Anyone present at
Gathering is invited to nominate a member of the school
community, celebrating an achievement or quality.
Invariably, these “celebrations” are recognitions of
love. Love of one-another when a student celebrates
a classmate for being a great friend, love of learning
when a teacher celebrates a student for their
commitment to their classwork or for a noteworthy
achievement, love of the school community when a
student celebrates Gayl for preparing meals, or Tom
for taking the kids on an excursion or Sharon for caring
selflessly for someone. Over the course of a year, the
‘Celebrating Us’ part of Gathering offers up hundreds
of small expressions of love.
One of the things I have learned in my twenty years
working in education is that everyone brings their
own story to a school. This fact is evident on a daily
basis and it is true of the students, staff, families and
community at Jarjum. The team of dedicated staff
at Jarjum demonstrate an open-hearted love for the
students unlike any that I have experienced in other
schools. A moment that stands in my memory was the
afternoon before the Art Show at the end of Term 3.

JUNIOR CLASS OUT AND ABOUT

The particular focus of this visit was to take a close look at the animals
that live in and around us in our backyards and local bushland. The
children enjoyed meeting a friendly and beautiful python, a cute little
ringtale possum, a shy long neck turtle and a gorgeous green frog
called Ewan. Our Ieuin was very excited to meet a frog with the same
name as him!!

Attributed to Saint Oscar
Romero, the quote above
caught my attention when
it appeared recently in my
social media feed. It led me
to reflect on this year at Jarjum
because, above all else, in a
world full of challenges, love
has characterised this school year.

SENIOR CLASS REPORT

We had a fabulous day out and the benefits of this learning program have
been enormous.

While the students were on their way home on the bus
with Warwick and Cherri, the remaining staff traipsed
back and forth between the College and 107 Projects,
arms full with canvases and sculptures, drawings and
models. As the teachers set up the exhibition the
conversation was about the students, about how
much they had achieved and how much they had
grown, about the things they had learned and the
subtle changes that had emerged in their personalities
and character. That care for each individual student
reflects the love that is on offer at Jarjum. Whatever
the challenges face our kids in their lives, I firmly believe
that if they have enough love on their side, they’ll be
okay.
Matt Smith

The Senior Class have
had
some
wonderful
experiences in Term 3 but
the highlight has definitely
been attending Aborginal
dancing lessons at St
Scholastica’s on Thursday
afternoons. The Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
girls from St Scholastica’s
welcomed us with open
arms.

Senior girls dancing
at the Art Show

We were so lucky to be taught many dances about the
land and the beautiful animals we share our world with
by the incredibly talented Aunty Rayma. She has not
only taught us how to dance, but the stories behind the
dances and the importance of showing respect and
pride when we perform our dances. We have been
working hard to learn the different movements and we
will be performing the dances at our Art Show. We are
so grateful to Aunty Rayma, Lauren McFadden and all
of the St Scholatica’s girls for allowing us to learn about
our culture through dance this term.

Jarjum Seniors with St Scholastica’s Girls

JARJUM PARENT AND
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
In July this year we formed the Redfern Jarjum College
Parent and Community Council. This advisory group
was comprised of parents, past parents, grandparents,
elders and local community leaders and its purpose was
to advise the College leadership team about important
matters related to the school. At the first meeting we
sought feedback regarding the College’s new policies
and discussed ideas to improve the school. This meeting
proved to be extremely useful in forming some of
the strategic priorities for the school and provided a
wonderful insight into the school’s overall interaction
with our community.
Following the success of this initiative, we have
expanded the scope of the Parent and Community
Council to involve a
greater
number
of
current parents. We
look forward to helping
to strengthen the voice
of the community as
we seek to improve the
educational outcomes
Parent and Community Council.
for our kids at Jarjum.

COMMUNITY LUNCH
Every Thursday the whole school gathers
downstairs to have lunch together. This
is a great opportunity for all of the kids
to share a meal together with their
teachers and staff. On the first Thursday
of each month, the students invite
members of their families to make it a
special Community Lunch, where we
are often joined by other special guests.
Gayl and the kitchen volunteers do a
wonderful job of capturing the students’
imaginations, setting up table displays
and theming the meals with a mixture of
fun and creativity.

VOLUNTEERS
We welcome volunteers to help with
the Jarjum students’ activities – assisting
teachers with one-on-one reading,
meal preparation, afternoon sport and
activities with young adults.

Eye Ball Salad

For more information, please phone
Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.

This year we have celebrated Valentines Day, Christmas in July and
NAIDOC Week themed lunches but I think my favourite so far was the
Halloween Lunch. The students enjoyed getting their faces painted to
get into the Halloween spirit before sitting down to a meal of eye-ball
salad and “feet loaf”.

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine
Donations can now be made online – www.rjc.nsw.edu.au
Name: …………………………………..…….............................................................................................................................
Address…………………...................................................................................…........................................……………..…….
Telephone: ………………………………..........…............……. E-mail: ………………….……………....................….…………
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

o $2,000
o $250

o $1,000
o $50

o $5,000
o $750

o $10,000
o $100

o $7,500
o $500
o $………………

To support the establishment of Redfern Jarjum College.

o Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College
o Please charge my credit card: o MasterCard
o Visa

Name on Card: ………………………………...……………...............….................…....................... Expiry Date: …..………
Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt: …………....…………………………………………..………...

o

I wish for my gift to remain anonymous when the list of donors is published in the Redfern Jarjum College Newsletter

Please return your donation via the following:
Mail it to RJC PO Box 3177 Redfern NSW 2016 • Via fax 02 9936 5691 • E-mail to msmith@rjc.nsw.edu.au

BEQUESTS
So that our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will. Further information may be obtained
from John Allen John@jenjo.com.au
All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.
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For further details, please contact:
Matt Smith
Principal Redfern Jarjum College
PO Box 3177 REDFERN NSW 2016
Tel: 02 9936 5450
E-mail: msmith@rjc.nsw.edu.au

