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Redfern Jarjum College is a Jesuit Primary School for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. The motto of the College is ‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.

We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land on which our school stands.

The Jarjum Journey

This year we welcome five students to our first ever Kindergarten class.
As is common for a student during a period of transition, a full range
of emotions - excitement, curiosity, anxiety, sadness, frustration — are
often experienced as they attempt to settle into their new routine and find
their place at Jarjum.

It was during these early days, while sitting with the students from

i kindergarten, that one of them turned to me and asked, “Kath, how long do
| come here for?”. With the face of innocence staring right at me, | couldn’t
bring myself to let them know that we hoped it would be seven years — no
doubt a lifetime to them. Instead, | took a different approach and listed four short statements,
explaining that when their actions and words were an authentic reflection of these statements,
I’d know they were ready to leave Jarjum and enter their next stage of schooling.

So, what are these four statements that | hope in time all students at Jarjum will own and express?

| am loved.

A Jesuit education places the student at the centre. Through personal encounters with teachers,
College staff, specialists, volunteers and Indigenous community members, an education at Jarjum
seeks to nurture their social, physical, spiritual, academic, and emotional domains to help them to
recognise that they are gifted by God with many talents. It also affirms the development of a set of
values that reflect care and concern for others in the community.

| am a learner.

The educational program at Jarjum aims to inspire each student to develop a love of learning
and the desire to become a lifelong learner. A key feature of the program is the focus on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices and perspectives.

| am committed to caring for creation.
A special focus at Jarjum is encouraging an individual’s commitment to caring for creation
through engagement with their environment, their land and traditional local knowledge.

| strive for the Magis.

Magis is a Latin adverb that means ‘more’. A student who seeks the Magis strives for

the better and goes beyond what they think is possible. Developing a student’s personal
accountability and capacity to set high expectations for themselves is an important part of the
educational experience.

In this issue of the Jarjum News, | share with you examples of how we are working towards
forming young people who can give witness to each of these statements.

Katherine Zerounian
Principal
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From The Acting Chair

With John Allen on a
three-month period

of extended leave
from his position as
Chair of the College
Board | have stepped
in as Acting Chair in
his absence. | have
been a member of the
Jarjum Council and
Director of the Board
for more than five years.

We have had a great start to the year
under our wonderful new Principal, Kath
Zerounian, who has slipped seamlessly
into the role in continuing to build on the
strong academic, pastoral and spiritual
foundations established by Matt Smith
and his predecessors. We are currently
at maximum capacity with 25 students
enrolled and had a very pleasing
average daily attendance of more than
90% in First Term.

With Kath now settling into her role,
the Board is continuing its work on the
Statement of Strategic Intent which
was developed in 2022 to focus our
strategic direction over the next few
years. Kath and her executive team held
a number of planning meetings earlier
in the year and have come up with the
2023 School Goals defining five key
areas which are directly aligned to the
Strategic Intent document:

e |dentity and Mission

¢ Teaching and Learning

e Community

e Cura Personalis

e Resource, Risk management and
Environment

The Board and Executive will continue
its work in the months ahead to refine
Jarjum’s strategic model to deliver on
critical priorities in the short term and
set us up for long term future success.

It is with sadness that we say
goodbye to Anne Fry who has been
an outstanding member of the Jarjum

Continued on next page
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Council and Director of the Board. Anne
tendered her resignation in March as
her ongoing commitments as Principal
at St Vincent’s College, Potts Point
have made it more difficult to allocate
her precious time to Jarjum. Anne’s
wisdom, spirituality and knowledge

of education processes have been
invaluable to us over the last five years.
Many thanks Anne - you are the best!

Please feel free to contact me anytime
in John’s absence.

Regards, Peter Best

Acting Chair of Board Redfern
Jarjum College
peter.best@iinet.net.au

New Staff member -
Kerry Dean
Learning Support Teacher

Hi there, I'm
Kerry Dean. |
recently started
working at
Jarjum having

i worked in

| various roles

§ in Special
Education since |
began teaching.
I’'ve worked in the Catholic System,
special schools and more recently at

St Ignatius’ College, assisting students
with additional learning needs. | have
always wanted to learn more about
Indigenous Education and when | came
to Jarjum for a visit last year | knew
straight-away that this was a community
that I'd like to be part of. The staff and
students have been so welcoming, and
| could see great things happening both
inside and outside of the classrooms. A
few things about me: | am married with
two grown-up children; | have a cat and
a dog for pets and | have two nieces
and a nephew who are Aboriginal. | love
music, nature and reading and | go for
the Mighty Manly Sea Eagles, but | also
love the Rabbitohs. Hopefully they don’t
meet in a Grand Finall
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| am a Learner.

ince the beginning of the year, the
Sthree girls and two boys who make

up our Kindergarten Class have
shown significant growth and maturity.
Their strong attendance at school has
meant that each day has been a chance
to become more familiar with the rhythm
of the school day and build on their early
foundations of literacy and numeracy.

To help students prepare themselves to
learn, we have introduced the 5 Ls of
Listening into our classroom practice.
This has been a simple tool that sets
expectations of behaviour and increases
student attentiveness. The students have
enjoyed learning: how to count from 1 —
30; how to write their name; how to swim

H/‘ ».

Plant a Promise Program

4 a0
Culture lesson with Aunty Andrea

and play tennis, and about significant
places on the map of Australia.

As a teacher new to the profession, this has
also been a significant period of learning
for me. What has become apparent to me
in these early months is that a successful
learning environment is one where a strong
relationship exists between the teacher and
student. Additionally, the establishment of
a daily routine, setting clear expectations
for students in and outside the classroom,
copious amounts of positive feedback

and a sense of humour have become an
essential part of my practice.

Ms Ebony Carberry
Kindergarten Teacher @

| am committed to caring for Creation.

Through engagement with the
environment, the land, and traditional
local knowledge, the Junior Class
are growing in their understanding of how
to become stewards of the environment.
A focus this year has been on the
interconnectedness of all living things and
the importance of maintaining a balance in
the natural world.

As part of our Geography unit, we have
been studying sacred sites in Australia
such as Uluru, Gubur Dhaura, and
Purnululu. In our Culture program, we have
been participating in the Plant a Promise
program led by elders from Wyanga.
During the workshops, the elders have

L i ——
Painting native flora

helped us to develop an appreciation of our
culture, and a sense of responsibility to care
for and protect it. We have been learning
about the ways in which Aboriginal and
Torres Strait communities have lived with
the land for thousands of years, and how
this knowledge can be applied to create a
more sustainable future.

Sophie Ervasti
Junior Class Teacher
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| am Loved.

tudents in the Middle Class have
Shad a settled start to the new

school year. They had grown
so much over the holiday break, that
everyone needed new school uniforms!
This year five students have moved into
Year 4, and they have been joined by
two students in Year 3.

A highlight of our first term was the
visit to Reconciliation Church in La

Perouse during Holy Week with Fr Nico p i = ol '

SJ where during our liturgy we were Crocodile naming ceremony at Sydney Wildlife Zoo

surrounded by Stations of the Cross was taking part in a Crocodile naming One book that we have really enjoyed
that were painted by Indigenous artist ceremony at Sydney Wildlife Zoo. reading this term is Have You Filled a
Richard Campbell A second hlgh'lght Bucket Today’? by Carol McCloud. At

During our History lessons this
semester, we have studied celebrations
and commemorations in Australia,

with a focus on those that are of
particular importance to our Indigenous
background, such as Sorry Day. This

is a great opportunity for our class

the end of each day, students have
been encouraged to celebrate examples
of their peers filling another’s bucket
with kindness, generosity, and/or love.
This has been a great way for us to
focus on others and look for the good

; 3 to engage in truth telling and discuss (gl
Students in the Middle Class are how we can show empathy and Marianne Rogan
learning how to play the keyboard understanding of others’ lives. Middle Class Teacher

® | seek the Magis. ®

e have had a wonderful start to learn for meaning, rather than just learn for

the Senior Class this year with the sake of it. During Religion this term we

three students in Year 6 and have been studying a unit titled ‘Reaching
three students moving up from the Middle out for Justice’ and discussing how we can
Class into Year 5. help others in our community by striving to

be Men and Women for others - the motto

When students enter the Senior Class, they .
of the Society of Jesus.

are encouraged to set high expectations
for themselves and aim to be students who The Senior Class is a time where we

begin to prepare the students for their
transition to high school. We have
many discussions about developing
resilience and showing initiative when in
the classroom and playground. We also
reflect on the importance of taking risks
in our learning and try to demonstrate
personal accountability by completing
the homework program each week. A
message that is often repeated in our
classroom is that making mistakes is often
when our greatest learning takes place.

/ — C Ms Tina Brayan Painting a bike for the Redfern
Year 6 students hard at work Senior Class Teacher Aboriginal Police Officer

Y E L L A M U N DI E in Sydney. Why? Put simply, she wanted blame but rather to acknowledge what has
students to see the faces & hear the voices happened so we can move together to a
ichelle McGrath has been working of First Nations people in Sydney, so that reconciled Australia.
I\/l at Jarjum for the past 5 years asa ey could understand the culture, the In the Dharug language, yellamundie
Teacher’s Assistant. history and the pain that some feel today. means ‘storyteller’ and this collection
3 years ago she embarked on a journey Tru?h telling i§ an impoﬁarjt part of our Qf stori'es from 30 IQdigenous people
nation’s healing. The aim is not to lay (including some Jarjum students and staff)

to write a book about Aboriginal people
Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page Profits from the sale of the book go to

will bring all Australians closer to the truth Jarjum and at the recent launch we raised

about the impact that colonisation has had ~ $1000 for the schooll

on our First Nations people and how that The book is available for $39.95 directly

impact continues today. from www.yellamundie.com.au and would

This book is not only for students, it is for make an awesome gift for your family or

all Australians and while many of the stories your child’s teacher

contain sad elements, they are reflections of Michelle can also bring the stories

a beautiful culture that is still strong today, from YELLAMUNDIE to your school or

told in the words of the contributors, the corporation. See the website for further

co-authors. It is their truth. details! Michelle McGrath

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine
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Name
Address

Phone E-mail

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:
[J¢2,000 [J$1,000 [1$5000 [J$10,000 [1$7,500 [J$500 @
[1¢250 [ $50 [ls¢7s50  [lgto0 [

[l Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College
OR

] Please charge my credit card: [_] MasterCard [] Visa

Name on Card Expiry Date
OR
[ ] EFT/Bank Deposit: (Please include Redfern Jarjum College and your Surname in the transaction description)
Redfern Jarjum College Limited
BSB 062 217
Account Number 10579909

Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt

Please return your donation via the following:
Mail it to RJC PO Box 3177 Redfern NSW 2016 e E-mail to kzerounian@rjc.nsw.edu.au

BEQUESTS

So that our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will. Further information may be obtained
from John Allen John@jenjo.com.au

All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.
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Editor Gayl Hardaker Katherine Zerounian
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