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Redfern Jarjum College is a Jesuit Primary School for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. The motto of the College is ‘Gili’ meaning ‘to shine’.

We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the Land on which our school stands.

Caught Being Deadly

Ever been ‘Caught Being Deadly’?

Across the year, encounters with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people and their culture have led me to revisit my understanding of and
appreciation for what is considered ‘deadly’. While in many English-
speaking contexts, the term may imply danger or fatality, it takes on an
entirely different connotation when embraced by Indigenous people.
‘Deadly’ to Aboriginal and Torres Strait people represents strength,
excellence, and cultural resilience and resonates with a deep sense of
pride, respect, and admiration.

In 2023, under the leadership of Deputy Principal, Christopher Barker, the ‘Caught Being
Deadly’ program was reimagined as a platform for explicit teaching about social skills,
learning behaviour and dispositions.

Getting ‘Caught Being Deadly’ means students
demonstrate desired behaviours that earn them
a ‘Deadly’. The basis of the reward mechanism
in the program is recognising a consistent
expression of desired behaviours in students
under four categories aligned with the four C’s of
the Ignatian charism: Compassion, Commitment,
Conscience and Competence.

| wanted to take this opportunity to share some
exceptional examples of ‘deadly’ actions that |
have witnessed this semester These include:

To celebrate NAIDOC Week, students
wrote some ‘deadly’ poems about their

) Grandparents.
e Our student leaders Commitment to

#ProjectSchoolHat. This team worked together over six months to ascertain what the
hat should look like, research suppliers and quotes, test samples, and write to local
businesses to fundraise for the cost of the school hat.

e The Competence of our Indigenous Dance group, under the leadership of Aunty Andrea,
gave ‘deadly’ dance performances at the JACSA Conference, Knight Frank Town Hall
meeting and the Sisters of St Joseph and Sacred Heart RAP launch.

e The Compassion shown by our Senior Jarjums during their interactions with younger
students. With most of our enrolments made up of sets of siblings, big brother and
sister-type care and assistance to the younger students are regularly seen.

e The action taken by the Junior and Kindergarten classes to build and care for a native garden
at Jarjum. This initiative is acting out of Conscience and demonstrates an example of young
people taking positive steps to improve the environment in which they live and learn.

Throughout this edition of the Jarjum News, we celebrate many ‘deadly’ examples of
student learning and growth across the school. Of course, such results would not be
possible without a dedicated staff team, and | want to express my gratitude to each Jarjum
staff member for their unwavering commitment to our mission and the way they give
witness to the 4 C’s each day at school.

This year Jarjum is holding an annual Christmas Appeal to ensure that we can
provide each student in 2024 with a school uniform, stationery pack, daily meals,
and transportation to and from school.

So | say to you...... why not get ‘Caught Being Deadly’ by supporting our 2023
Christmas Appeal.

Katherine Zerounian, Principal

From The Chair

The theme of this
Newsletter being “Caught
being Deadly”, | thought
| would single out some
prominent additions and
departures from our
governance team at Jarjum
- all deadly in their own precious ways!

Many thanks to Ms Anne Fry who resigned
as a Director earlier this year. Anne’s many
commitments as Principal of St Vincent’s
simply caused too many clashes with
Jarjum Board activities. So, sadly, she
needed to bring to an end to over five years
of invaluable input. We also say goodbye to
Ms Nicki Patton as JEA Executive Director.
Nicki was also a member of the Jarjum
Board via her JEA role. We wish her all the
best in her new role with the Loreto Sisters.

| wish to welcome a wonderful addition

to the Board as a Director; Ms Kate
Rayment. Kate is currently Principal of St
Scholastica’s College, Glebe (known to us
as simply ‘Schols’). We have had a great
deal of support from Kate and Schols over
the past few years, with many of our recent
graduates gaining entry to Schols for their
senior schooling. Kate is passionate about
our Mission and we are excited to welcome
her as a Director.

| also wish to welcome Lua Pellegrini

to the newly created position of “Board
Observer”. She is now invited to all Board
meetings and events in 2024. Lua is a
proud young Aboriginal woman who is a
long-time volunteer at Jarjum, from her
time visiting the College as a student at
Loreto Normanhurst and since volunteering
in several valuable roles at our school.
Gaining Board and leadership experience is
a critical skill needed within the Indigenous
community that our Board is looking to
provide opportunities for.

Finally, in the leadup to the recent Voice
Referendum, our Board drafted the
following statement of support for the Uluru
Statement from the Heart:

Redfern Jarjum College’s mission is to
educate, empower and support urban
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children and provide expert guidance
to support their educational, social,
spiritual, emotional, behavioural and
health needs. In doing this, we prioritise
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
culture and partnership.

As the Uluru Statement from the

Heart reflected in 2017, “we seek
constitutional reforms to empower our
people and take a rightful place in our
own country. When we have power over
our destiny our children will flourish.
They will walk in two worlds and their
culture will be a gift to their country”.
Our young people deserve a future
based on justice and self-determination.

Accordingly, Jarjum supports the
recognition of our first peoples in the
Australian Constitution.

Also, a call out to everyone to SAVE
THE DATE of Saturday 15th June

2024 - for the Jarjum Gala Ball to be
held at the International Convention
Centre in Darling Harbour. If the last
one is anything to go by - it should be a
‘deadly’ night!

As ever, please contact me anytime at
john@jenjo.com.au

Regards, John Allen,
Chair of Board
Redfern Jarjum College

Welcome back Natasha

I’m back! For

those who

don’t know me,

| am Natasha,

affectionately

known as Tash

amongst the kids.

| have been on
maternity leave after having my second
baby, Sofia. | love motherhood and
watching my beautiful babies grow, but
| am also excited to be back with my
Jarjum family. Whilst [ am no longer in
the classroom, | am just as passionate
about my new role as Events and
Partnerships Coordinator. | look forward
to re-engaging with all the wonderful
people who make Jarjum what it is,
and | am most excited to be planning
our second gala night! | will be sure to
keep you updated on all we have in
store for 2024. | wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a joyful New Year.

Kindergarten

his semester, all five students have
made significant progress in their
learning. We start each day by
choosing a goal to work towards and then
reflect on this at the end of the school day. It
has often been through watching students
work towards their daily goals where
‘deadly’ behaviours have been shown.

| am pleased to share that all students
have received a Deadly for Commitment,
Compassion, and Competence and are on
their way to demonstrating behaviours that
reflect Conscience.

Students have shown Commitment and
Competence in their reading, writing, and
independent work. They have been able to

Junior Class

roughout this semester, our Junior
| Class have demonstrated examples
of ‘being deadly’ through their

Commitment to learning new physical skills.
During the 10-week swim and gymnastics
programs, ‘deadly’ examples | withessed
were seeing them walk the high balance
beam at gymnastics unaided and swim at
least five metres of the pool independently.

Their Commitment to learning has

been equally evident in the significant
developments they have made in their
literacy. Our Year 2 students have shown

demonstrate the 5 L's consistently, follow
instructions and complete set tasks. They
also have shown great maturity when they
join with Year 1 and 2 students for Culture
— a subject they have a great interest in
and passion for.

| have also seen examples of ‘deadly’
behaviour through their display of
Compassion for one another. Hearing
encouraging words expressed by one
student to another feeling tired, sad,
or overwhelmed, is common in our
classroom, as is seeing a student support
another without any adult prompting.
These are some examples of how the
youngest members of our school are
striving to be the ‘deadliest’.

Ms Ebony Carberry
Kindergarten Teacher

tremendous improvement in their accuracy
when reading, regularly reading short
paragraphs with no errors. Our Year 1
students have developed their skills to
blend sounds and accurately record
sentences dictated to them.

The outstanding achievements of the Junior
Class reflect not only their progress but also
their collective determination to be great.
They have set a remarkable example for

all students to follow, and we look forward
to nurturing and celebrating their ongoing
commitment to growth and excellence in
the new year.

Ms Sophie Ervasti
Junior Class Teacher



Middle Class

This semester, students in the
Middle Class have been ‘Caught
Being Deadly’. Some highlights
have been their positive attitude to
learning each day and their “have a
go” attitude when presented with new
opportunities. Specific examples where
this has been particularly evident have
been during their morning literacy
sessions, where fluency in reading

and creative writing skills have shown
improvement. Additionally, their
Commitment to develop their climbing
and gymnastics skills over the semester

Senior Class

C ongratulations to the Senior Class

of 2023 for completing another
wonderful year of schooling. The six
students have worked hard all year to reach

their potential with their studies and have
developed their friendships along the way.

The Seniors have strived hard to try and
achieve each one of the four Deadlys.
Throughout the second semester, each
student displayed an awareness of the
four Deadlys and was able to build those
attributes into their daily life.

It has been encouraging to see the
Compassion demonstrated by our older
students when they have helped the
younger students throughout the day

or assisted younger students to chair
Gathering in the morning. Other ways

the Seniors have been ‘deadly’ were
when they gave up something they had
to a younger student, acquiesced at the
lunchtime sports game without a fuss and
stepped in at the last moment to help Kath
or Chris out.

Three students are graduating this year
from Jarjum — Jannali, Liam and Lethan.
Below are some final words from them
about their experience at the College.

Ms Tina Brayan
Senior Class Teacher

Dressing up as a character from one of our favourite Books Before Bed.

(Book Week theme 2023)

has resulted in most students achieving
new heights on the climbing wall and
mastering tumbles on the trampoline.

During Art with Crafty Chris, students
have shown ‘deadly’ actions when
designing and creating the props

and backdrops for their upcoming
performance of Tiddalik. Students

have worked positively as a team,
demonstrating noteworthy examples

of Commitment and Competence. The
Middle Class look forward to presenting
this significant story at the end of the year.

Jannali
Hi, my name is Jannali
and | have been at this
school for two and a half
years. | will be going to
St Scholastica’s in Year 7
next year and | will miss
being here. | will miss my
friends as well; it has been fun here and
high school is going to be different. | will
come back and visit to see all my friends as
| had a wonderful time at this school.

Liam
Hello. My name is Liam
and | go to Redfern
Jarjum College. It's my
last year here, I've been
here since the last term
of Year 2 and | would
like to thank everyone,
the teachers and my friends for helping
me and being there for me. This has been
an amazing four years for me. | thank you
Jarjum for making me a good person.

Lethan
Hi, my name is Lethan,
and | am 12. These
three and a half years at
Jarjum have been good.
| felt safe and | wasn’t
worried at all until | got
to Year Six. That is when

| got worried, cause after that year | will

A big thank you to the students from
the Middle Class for welcoming me with
open arms this term as | have stepped
in to teach them while Miss Marianne is
on long service leave. Together, we have
thoroughly enjoyed writing postcards to
Miss Marianne, asking many questions
about her trip and the countries she is
visiting. It has also been wonderful to
experience first-hand the kindness and
warmth of the Jarjum community..

Ms Lauren Shearer
Middle Class Teacher

The Senior Class read with Kindergarten
students each Friday

be leaving this school and going into high
school. | am going to Waverley College. |
want to thank my teacher, Miss Tina. She
has done so much for me, and she is the
one who got me into Waverley, and | am
very grateful for this. | would also like to
thank Aunty Andrea for teaching me her
Torres Strait Island dances. | would like to
thank Chris and Kath for pushing me to be
my best. Thank you, all staff, volunteers
and Gayl. Thank you for everything,
keeping me safe, making my lunch and all
the other things we have here.
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Get Caugﬁt CBeing Deadlr
tﬁrougﬁ our Christmas }opea[

As we start to plan for the 2024 school year, we are seeking
some ‘deadly’ partners to cover the increasing cost of:

e Stationery packs

e School uniforms

¢ Daily breakfast, lunch, and snacks for all students

¢ Transportation on College buses to and from school each day

We welcome any donation, big or small.

We need your ongoing support to enable RJC to shine

Address

Phone E-mail

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

[1$1,000 [1¢$5000 [1$10,000 [ 1¢500 [Ig50 [Ig100 [I$

[ ] Enclosed is a cheque made payable to Redfern Jarjum College
OR

L] Please charge my credit card: [ MasterCard [] Visa

Name on Card Expiry Date

OR

[ | EFT/Bank Deposit: (Please include Redfern Jarjum College and your Surname in the transaction description)
Redfern Jarjum College Limited
BSB 062 217
Account Number 10579909

Company or personal name(s) for tax-deductible receipt

Please return your donation via the following:
Mail it to RJC PO Box 3177 Redfern NSW 2016 e E-mail to kzerounian@rjc.nsw.edu.au

BEQUESTS

So that our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people can continue to have opportunities in education through
Redfern Jarjum College, you may wish to consider making a Bequest in your Will. Further information may be obtained
from John Allen John@jenjo.com.au

All enquiries are treated with strict confidence. For more information, please phone Jarjum on 02 9936 5450.
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